Brussels, 20 December 2006
Mr José Manuel Barroso 
President of the European Commission
Dear Mr President,
The “Culture First!” Coalition, representing the European artistic and creative community and content industry, welcomes the Commission’s recent decision to defer adopting the Recommendation on private copying remuneration systems.
Such a Recommendation would not have been an appropriate tool to deal with this issue.  More in depth examination is needed to correctly assess the full consequences of changing systems that are major contributors to rights holders’ incomes and the carrying out of cultural projects in many Member States.
Your decision, which comes at the same time as the ratification of the UNESCO Convention on cultural diversity by the EU and several Member States, sends out a very forceful message of the Commission’s clear intention to give culture its proper standing in the further development of the EU: the artistic community and content industry are major contributors to the European economy and to the implementation of the Lisbon Strategy.
Technologies develop, succeed one another and fall into disuse, while the works they have been instrumental in spreading continue to flourish and constitute the main selling point of the new equipment put onto the market. It would therefore be at once inconsistent, unfair and ultimately unproductive to deny rights holders the benefit of the success of their output. 

The “Culture First!” Coalition would like to thank you for the decisive role you played in the Commission debate, epitomising your concern as President to ensure the success and influence of a dynamic and diversified European culture.
We remain at your disposal for an open discussion with all interested parties including the Member States and the European Parliament.

Yours faithfully,
The “Culture First!” Coalition*
* 
The “Culture First!” Coalition groups 15 organisations of different categories of rights 
holders, including authors, performers, actors, journalists, music publishers and record 
and audiovisual producers.

AEPO-ARTIS
Association of European Performers’ Organisations

Contact: Xavier Blanc, General Secretary

AFI 
Italian Association of Phonographic Producers

Contact: Massimo Baldinato, Regulatory and Public Affairs Manager
BIEM 
Bureau International des Sociétés gérant les Droits d’Enregistrement et de Reproduction Mécanique

Contact:  Ronald Mooij, Secretary General

CISAC 
International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers

Contact: Eric Baptiste, Director General 

EUROCINEMA 
Association de Producteurs de Cinéma et de Télévision
Contact: Yvon Thiec, Délégué Général

EUROCOPYA
European Federation of Joint Management Societies of Producers for Private Audiovisual Copying

Contact: Nicole La Bouverie, Head of Delegation
EuroFIA
European Group of the International Federation of Actors 

Contact: Dominick Luquer, General Secretary
EVA
European Visual Artists

Contact: Carola Streul, Secretary General


FERA
Federation of European Film Directors

Contact: Cécile Despringre, CEO

FSE
Federation of Scriptwriters in Europe

Contact: Pyrrhus Mercouris, Manager
FIM
International Federation of Musicians

Contact: Benoît Machuel, General Secretary

GESAC
European Grouping of Societies of Authors and Composers

Contact: Véronique Desbrosses, Secretary General

GIART
The International Organisation of Performing Artists

Contact: Francesca Greco, Managing Director

IFJ 
International Federation of Journalists

Contact: Céline Simonin, Authors’ Rights Assistant

IMPALA
The Independant Music Companies Association

Contact: Patrick Zelnik, President
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